
A Message from the Board 
by Ida Dupont, Vice President

CELEBRATING OUR 2023 CONTRIBUTORS
The CPDSA thanks those whose generosity allows us to keep rolling.
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JULY DJ SCHEDULE
INDEPENDENCE DAY WEEKEND

07/01	 SATURDAY 
—>DJ KL

07/02	 SUNDAY 
—>DJ Arson

07/04	 TUESDAY 
—>DJ Mike Dominico

07/08	 SATURDAY 
—>DJ Nyjae

07/09	 SUNDAY 
—>DJ Soul

07/15	 SATURDAY 
—>DJ Niles

07/16	 SUNDAY 
—>No Skating

07/22	 SATURDAY 
—>DJ Jammin

07/23	 SUNDAY 
—>Rob Scott  
(B-Day Celebration)

07/29	 SATURDAY 
—>DJ Kervyn Mark

07/30	 SUNDAY 
—>DJ Dream
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Skate Family on 2023 Opening Day

After our first election in 15 years, a new leadership 
has taken the helm.
Much has happened already. First and foremost, 
after many years of lobbying, pushing, and pleading 
by Bob Nichols and then Rob Scott, we were gifted 
by a generous anonymous donor with a beautiful 
skate surface. The new pavement and the recent 
wave of excitement for skating have brought both 
old-timers and newbies to the Skate Circle.
We’ve kept our traditions going—skate sessions 
every weekend from April to October (except when 
the Park is hosting another event or if the weather is 
not cooperating), great live music from skate DJs, 
and superb photography of our in-house Bob Dea.
We’ve also made some changes. With the unending 
work of Val Brochard, we have revamped 
the website and online presence. Our updated 
communication has been one of the reasons our 
fundraising has been so successful, and more people 
are volunteering.  
We’ve replaced the more prolonged and labor-
intensive weekly email with SkateNews, a 
slimmed-down version. We could not live up to 
Bob’s ambitious Newsletters with his Message from 
the President and View from Skaters Road. We 
thank him for all those years of love and sweat. We 
now commit to writing two Newsletters per season.

We’ve additionally increased our fundraising 
efforts thanks to our CPDSA merchandise designed 
by Rob. Special Edition t-shirts for holidays boost 
sales further—so far: Memorial Day, Juneteenth 
and July 4th. Stay tuned for a Pride t-shirt as well! 
Rob is also working with his contacts to bring in 
skate DJs. You can expect to meet more of them as 
the season rolls on.
As you have undoubtedly noticed, our color scheme 
has changed to reflect our beloved Central Park’s 
glittering sun and lush greenery. Nothing can beat 
rolling and dancing under flowering trees, a stone’s 
throw from Sheep Meadow’s view of the majestic 
NYC skyline.
The CPDSA staff and volunteers are dedicated 
to keeping our beloved organization alive. They 
do the hard work that keeps the CPDSA rolling 
every skate session. They do the heavy lifting and 
dragging of barricades, pack and unpack equipment, 
set up the music, unload and load equipment into 
storage, and charge batteries required to keep us 
rolling every skate session. We cannot thank them 
enough. We appreciate those of you who help us 
when you can!
We are honored to represent the CPDSA and help 
to strengthen and grow our skate family!
Great things lie ahead. Skate on!
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Check out our schedule:

Your generous contributions will help pay for permits, 
sound equipment and other essential costs necessary 

to keep the Skate Circle rolling.

Become a member,  
renew your membership for 2023  

or donate and get  
discounts to shop online at: 

SUPPORT US

With your 2023 
membership.

Join us and save 
every time you 

shop!
SCAN TO JOIN

With any amount 
you donate.

Donations are 
100%  

deductible
SCAN TO DONATE

5%

MULTI-USE Discount

10%

ONE-TIME Discount

CPDSAmerch.org

	  Most weekends,  
    April thru October 

	  2:45 to 6:45 pm, 
    weather permitting

CONTACT US:      info@cpdsa.org      +1 (929) 273-3760      https://www.cpdsa.org
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I started skating In Central Park in 
1980. A friend and I rented skates 
and came to the park on a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon. I lost her at East 
72nd Street when I stopped to retie 
my skate laces. When I stood up 
from the curb, she was gone. This 
was in the days before cell phones. 
I skated around the park, all the way 
up east drive to 110th Street and 
then down the West Drive; looking 
for her.

At around 86th street on the West 
Drive, after surviving some very 
steep and scary hills on the North 
end; I bravely tried to jump over 
a bad crack. I did not do well. A 
skater laughed  at me: “That was 
the worst jump I ever saw!” He also 
told me that there was a place where 
skaters gathered in the middle of the 
park at 72nd Street.

I skated down to 72nd Street and 
went East on the crossover road. I 
immediately heard music. I tried 
to head uphill toward the sound, 
but the road down at the bottom 
of the hill, was a total nightmare. 
Two-foot slabs of asphalt heaved up 
all around the roadway. It was an 
obstacle course. Trying to walk in 
shoes would have been difficult; in 
skates it was almost impossible. 

Up the hill, a large group of skaters 
were circling a big boombox, others 
were dancing in place. Just seeing 
them motivated me to get up to 
the place we now call “The Old 
Circle.” Everyone was friendly and 
accepting and having a great time. 
I looked around for my girlfriend, 
but couldn’t find her. Someone hit 
me up for battery money and I left; 
resolving to come back another day.

I returned on many days over 
the following forty years. I was 
lucky enough to be a part of the 
band of skaters who dealt with 
the ups and downs of different 
mayoral administrations — from 
the welcoming respect of Mayor 
Dinkins, to the outright hostility of 
Mayor Giuliani and then the benign 
neglect of Bloomberg and other 
since. 

When Giuliani tried to chase us out 
of the park, my friend and mentor 
Lezly Ziering and I formed a group 
to resist. It was the beginning of the 

CPDSA, which continues to this 
day as a nonprofit organization that 
cooperates with all city agencies to 
hold roller-skating events legally 
with our live DJs playing music and 
a staff providing organization for 
the safety and security of skaters 
within the Circle.

As a part of this group from the 
very beginning, I have seen the 
popularity of skating rise and fall, 
and then rise again. In all that time, 
I have never seen the CPDSA and 
the Skate Circle in a better state 
than it is in right now: our area is 
newly repaved, new skaters are 
flocking to our sessions, volunteers 
are stepping up to share the work 
and our leadership is in excellent 
hands.

Since the CPDSA elections of last 
fall, there have been many changes 
at the Skate Circle. Personal 
responsibilities and obligations 
have kept me at a distance from 
the day-to-day operations of the 
CPDSA, but I have been able to act 
as the institutional memory of the 
organization and give advice about 
legal procedures and obligations. 
The result of that has been the 
reinvention of many aspects of the 
Circle by our new administration: 
Rob Scott, Ida Dupont, Chris 
Burchsted, Edna Davoll, Tyrone 
Cloud, Robin Ostrow, Richie 
Spivack, Gary Bowler and Thomas 
Wightman.

There are also volunteers working 
hard to keep the Circle rolling: Rita 
Britton, Lori Natter, Kevin, Donna 
and all the others that I am leaving 
out—my apologies to those of you 
I missed. Credit must go to all of 
the many skaters who have been 
working hard to keep the Skate 
Circle working as the unique and 
friendly place it continues to be. 
As this season reaches its halfway 
mark, I see the future of the CPDSA 
looking very bright. I like what I 
see.

The Skate Circle Lives!

DJ KL

DJ Arson

DJ Mike Dominico

The View from Skaters Road 
by Bob Nichols, CPDSA President 2012-2022

Always having fun...                                                                   No Matter the age!

Skating with style...   and good friends

Our DJs are 
volunteers too! 
Please support 
the CPDSA 
and SCAN TO 
DONATE.

SUPPORT US: CHECK OUT OUR LATEST GEAR!

BECOME A VOLUNTEER

Get cool CPDSA merchandise from our 
online store and support us at the same 
time! See full catalog online including 
limited-edition items while they last! 
CPDSAmerch.org

The CPDSA is only run by volunteers. Like the saying goes:  
“IT TAKES A VILLAGE.”
We need your help in the fields of administration and operation, 
including setting up and breaking down the skate circle for each 
session. Please consider volunteering. 

https://cpdsamerch.org

